
assign a severity rating to the adverse event,

indicating its clinical importance: minimal,

minor, moderate and sentinel. Sentinel effects

are those which are unexpected and involve

the risk of death or serious physical or psycho-

logical injury. We propose that this tool is

adapted and used in future studies of sedation

in paediatric dentistry as a simple method to

standardise reporting of side effects. This

would allow better assessment of the safety of

sedation techniques by allowing more system-

atic amalgamation and analysis of data.

Why this paper is important to paediatric dentists

• There is a lack of available scientific evidence concern-

ing the safety and side effects of IV midazolam seda-

tion when used in children needing dental treatment.

• This review reveals that no significant side effects of

IV midazolam have been reported in the 11 studies

reviewed. Minor side effects were recorded, with para-

doxical reactions being the most frequently reported

side effect.

• The review reveals an inconsistency in the reporting

of adverse effects and calls for a more standardised

adverse event reporting system.
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