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Title:  Technology Transfer and Commercialization (TTC) Workshop: Career Paths and 

Research Funding Opportunities 
Dates:   July 30 & 31, 2015  
Sponsored by:   Network for Canadian Oral Health Research (NCOHR) 
Hosted by:  The Faculty of Dentistry at the University of Toronto 
Organized by:  Faculty contacts - Professors Paul Santerre and Yoav Finer 

Student contact - Zeeshan Sheikh 
Administrative support - Marina Zubkov (admin.biomaterials@dentistry.utoronto.ca) 

  
Purpose:  The goal of this two day workshop is to introduce and discuss the potential opportunities that 
exist by taking a pro-active approach to implementing research commercialization into curriculum and 
to encourage members of our dental science community to take advantage of this changing research 
and training environment.  Such activity now provides significant new and creative research career 
pathways for trainees and their research supervisors thanks to new industrial post-doctoral awards and 
Campus linked accelerators for start up companies.  Researchers can capitalize on grant funding 
opportunities such as investigator/company grants from tri-council programs and strategic provincial 
innovation programs as well as national programs such as Mitacs.  Discussion groups to develop 
strategies for growth in the area, keynote speakers who will present on case studies related to the 
dental field, and presentations on Institute driven initiatives and curriculum changes which have been 
designed with an applied perspective, will be some elements of this unique workshop. 
 
Who should attend: Faculty members looking to expand their funding opportunities or who are looking 
to achieve translational impact from their research findings, postdoctoral fellows and graduate students 
expressing an interest in career path alternatives to academia but would like to retain the opportunity of 
working in a knowledge-based environment, graduate program coordinators who are seeking to refresh 
their traditional graduate curriculum programs. 
 
Number of attendees: LIMITED space is available for 70 trainees and 20 faculty members.  
 
All trainees approved to attend the workshop are asked to generate a POSTER based on their own 
research which addresses the following: 

 Title 

 Authors and affiliation 

 Introduction explaining the clinical rationale 
and impact of research on dentistry and oral 
health.   

 Hypothesis and objectives  

 Two key data sets that provide evidence which 
supports or negates the hypothesis; a 
discussion which provides the clinical 
significance of the new data; estimate of the 
future work and time/resources needed to get 
the concept or knowledge to clinic.  

 Acknowledgements and references 
 
To attend the 2-Day Technology Transfer and Commercialization (TTC) Workshop and/or  

½ Day Student Trainee Workshop, complete and submit an APPLICATION FORM. 
 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://pldserver1.biochem.queensu.ca/&ei=s4lLVZ_XJc6UyAS2u4C4Bg&bvm=bv.92765956,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFjXDHl6iLOSRqnf6eQaAr75BbHCg&ust=1431100207521220
mailto:admin.biomaterials@dentistry
http://www.ncohr-rcrsb.ca/page.asp?ID=29
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Technology Transfer and Commercialization (TTC) Workshop:  

Career Paths and Research Funding Opportunities 

  
Workshop Agenda, Day 1 

July 30, 2015  
 
 
7:30 to 8:15 Continental Breakfast and Registration.  Trainees mount posters. 
 
8:15 to 8:30 Introduction to the Workshop  

Paul Santerre, Professor of Biomaterials, University of Toronto, Director of Research 
Faculty for Techna at UHN, CSO of Interface Biologics Inc., co-lead for H2i (campus 
linked accelerator in the Faculty of Medicine). 

 
8:30 to 9:30 Startups and Industry Collaborations with University Research Programs 

(45min + 15min Q&A) 
Mike Kehoe, President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the newly merged company 
and the former CEO of Southern Implants. Mr. Kehoe has a keen understanding of the 
oral healthcare sector from his years of experience at Southern Implants and previously 
as Founder and CEO of Innova Lifesciences Corporation (now a part of the Danaher 
Corporation). The new management team will be comprised of individuals from both 
Keystone and Southern Implants. 

 
9:30 to 10:30 Mitacs Programs, Case Studies  

Overview of Mitacs (20 minutes) 
Description of two case study projects (20 minutes per presentation): 
o Fiona Cunningham, Director, Business Development 
o Jillian Hatnean, Business Development Specialist  

 
10:30 to 10:45 Coffee Break 
 
10:45 to 11:45  NSERC Programs  

Overview of NSERC translation portfolio 
Description of two case study projects (20 minutes per presentation): 
o Alexandra Reid, Research Partnerships Promotion Officer, Ontario Regional Office 

 
11:45 to 12:45  Ontario Centers of Excellence  

An example of a provincial network supporting research commercialization (typical
 funding programs and the youth entrepreneurial agenda): 
o Laura Yu, Business Development Manager, Central Ontario Region  

 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://pldserver1.biochem.queensu.ca/&ei=s4lLVZ_XJc6UyAS2u4C4Bg&bvm=bv.92765956,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFjXDHl6iLOSRqnf6eQaAr75BbHCg&ust=1431100207521220
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Technology Transfer and Commercialization (TTC) Workshop:  
Career Paths and Research Funding Opportunities  

 
Workshop Agenda, Day 1 (cont’d) 

July 30, 2015  
 

12:45 to 2:30  Lunch and Breakout Sessions   
Questions for discussion: 
 Are we preparing our students for knowledge translation careers? 
 Are researchers motivated to engage in commercial translation? 
 What role should Universities and program departments/Faculties play in 

translation? 
 What role should industry play in integration with post-secondary institutions? 

 
2:45 to 3:45 CIHR Driven Research and its Translation  

The storyline of three CIHR-funded researchers from different dental schools in Canada 
who have driven entrepreneurial innovation out of their research programs: 
o Dr. Siqueira, Clinician Scientist at Western University (Schulich), Saliva Matters Inc. 

(chitosan nano-particles for the release of bioactive agents to reduce dental 
calculus formation)  

o Dr. John E. Davies, University of Toronto, Canada, Director of the Bone-Interface 
Group, Faculty of Dentistry and Institute of Biomaterials and Biomedical 
Engineering, co-Founder of Stem Cell Therapeutics  

o Dr. Jake Barralet, Canada Research Chair in osteoinductive biomaterials, McGill 
University 

 
3:45 to 4:45 Institute of Musculoskeletal Health and Arthritis (IMHA) Agenda and Advocacy Groups 

engaged in translation.  
Presentation on where CIHR and IMHA are heading over the next decade-with a focus 
on translation (SPOR, project and foundation grants, etc.) 
o Dr. Hani El-Gabalawy, Scientific Director of IMHA, University of Manitoba.  

 
5:00 to 6:30 Networking Event and Student Poster Discussion and Judging 
 
Evening free (Group leaders from breakout sessions to prepare reports for Day 2.)  

Consider a walk through MaRS, City of Toronto’s entrepreneurial research incubator 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://pldserver1.biochem.queensu.ca/&ei=s4lLVZ_XJc6UyAS2u4C4Bg&bvm=bv.92765956,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFjXDHl6iLOSRqnf6eQaAr75BbHCg&ust=1431100207521220
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Technology Transfer and Commercialization (TTC) Workshop:  
Career Paths and Research Funding Opportunities 

  
Workshop Agenda, Day 2 

July 31, 2015  
 
8:00-8:30am Continental Breakfast 
 
8:30 to 9:30 Keynote Speaker: Raphael Hoffstein, MaRS Innovation  

Dr. Raphael (Rafi) Hofstein joined MaRS Innovation as President and CEO in June 2009  
Dr. Hofstein received his PhD and Master of Science degrees in Life Sciences and 
Chemistry from the Weizmann Institute of Science in Rehovot, Israel. His Bachelor of 
Science degree in Chemistry and Physics from the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. Dr. 
Hofstein was the founder and served as chair of Hadasit BioHolding Ltd., a publicly-
traded holding company (10 start-ups under management) on the Tel Aviv Stock 
Exchange (TASE) since 2005. Other directorships held on TASE publicly-traded 
companies include: Bioline RX (drug development); Exalenz (medical devices); and 
Evogene (agri-bio). 

 
9:30 to 10:00 Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern Ontario (FedDev) Program 

Michelle McBane, Investor Manager, FedDev Program 
 
10:00 to 11:20 Vignettes of Commercialization 

o Dr. Paul F. Gratzer, Ph.D., P.Eng., Associate Professor, School of Biomedical 
Engineering, Dalhousie University, new materials company 

o Amir Manbachi (PhD Student with start up in device diagnostic tool) 
o Dr. Michael Glogauer, Clinician Scientist, University of Toronto- Oral Diagnostic tools 

for measuring inflammation and bone engraftment in patients  
o Duane Hewitt (former grad student and start up entrepreneur with Apollonia-

partner with microbiologist Dennis Cvitkovitch)  
 
11:20 to 11:30 Coffee Break 
 
11:30 to 12:15 University of Toronto Campus Linked Accelerator   

o Karen Sievewright  
 
12:15 to 1:45 Lunch and Presentation of Breakout Group Outcomes from Day 1 (Q&A) 
 
1:45 to 2:30 Commercial Translation of Research in Health Care  

o Speaker (to be confirmed) 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://pldserver1.biochem.queensu.ca/&ei=s4lLVZ_XJc6UyAS2u4C4Bg&bvm=bv.92765956,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFjXDHl6iLOSRqnf6eQaAr75BbHCg&ust=1431100207521220
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Technology Transfer and Commercialization (TTC) Workshop:  
Career Paths and Research Funding Opportunities 

  

Workshop Agenda, Day 2 (cont’d) 
July 31, 2015  

 
 
2:30 to 2:40  Break and Set Up Breakout Sessions 
 
2:40 to 4:40 Breakout Sessions   

Models of co-curricular entrepreneur activity 
 What type of programs (culture; network and mentoring; incubation; competitions, 

etc.)? 
 What would be the priority steps to recommend? 
 Resources? 

  
4:40-5:00pm Closing Comments  

o Professor Paul Santerre 
 
5:00-6:30pm    Networking and Poster Take Down 
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