
described by several authors in previous papers.40–44

Thus, further studies should clearly determine what

constitutes a poor or guarded prognosis of the dentition.

Furthermore, some anatomical conditions claim an

additional extensive bone resection prior to the implant

placement to accomplish adequate bone architecture for

a prosthetic-oriented implant installation. This may

result in a higher patient morbidity as well as a potential

risk of irreversible negative impacts on the intraoral and

extraoral esthetics.

In conclusion, the all-on-four treatment concept

seems to be an approach for edentulous jaws according

to the common demand of a cost-effective treatment

concept, decreased treatment times with a lower patient

morbidity, and a higher patient quality of life as com-

pared with extended surgical approaches and removable

prostheses, respectively. A careful patient selection and

an experienced surgical and restorative team are essen-

tial for successful treatment outcomes. Nevertheless,

there is a lack of sufficient long-term data with follow-

ups of at least 5 years.

RCTs that incorporate well-defined clinical and

radiographic outcome criteria are necessary to evaluate

the long-term success of this treatment approach; more-

over, future studies need to be reported according to the

CONSORT statement.
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