
shape of the implant as well as the type of material to use. Other

areas of comparison are immediate versus delayed, and static ver-

sus dynamic loading. It is also important to assess patient percep-

tion and acceptability. Appropriate outcomes from such research

should include anchorage loss, failure rates, financial costs, assess-

ment of discomfort and related quality of life issues. The outcome

of success poses a particular challenge when comparing surgical

and conventional anchorage. This was previously discussed in a

related Cochrane review (Jambi 2013). It is difficult to find a def-

inition for success that applies to both surgical and conventional

anchorage. The recommendation is to define success according

to treatment objectives. For example, an appliance would be suc-

cessful in orthodontic anchorage if it achieves at least no loss of

anchorage (0 mm molar movement) or gain of anchorage (distal

molar movement).
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